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Census:’

Farms

Maine farms gained in numbers and decreased in
size between 1978 and 1962, acecording to the Commerce
Department’s Census Bureau. ’

In 1982 there were 7,003 farms
1978. ‘

Farmlands totaled 1.5 million acres, an average of
210 acres in 1982, This compares to 221 in 1978,

The average value of land and buildings per farm
was $149,951, with a per-acre value of §705. :

Land from whic!
at 457,164 acres, with 5,939 acres irrigated.

The total cattle and calves inventory of 141,281 head on
3,653 farms in 1982 was up from 129,250 in 1978. The
52,400 sold were down from 61,348 four years earlier.

Sales of livestock, poultry and their products were
$256.7 million, 64 pereent of total agricultural sales,
Dairy preducts amounting to $95.4 million were sold
from 1,266 farms. The number of milk cows was up
from 56.633 in the previous census to 57,208 in 1982,

An inventory of 8,586 hogs and pigs, including 1,796
for breeding purposes, was reported on 804 farms. A
total of 12,067 hogs and pigs were reported sold, of
which 6,623 were feeder pi g5, ’

Sales of pouliry and their

; compared to 6,775 in

products were $135.6 mil-
lion. Some 1,016 farms reported an inventory of 7.2 mil-
Yon chickens three months old or older; 976 farms re-
ported 5.8 million hens and puliels; and 145 farms, 20.1
million broilers seld. In addition, 110 farms sold 3,712
turkeys.

Some 624 farms reported 17,513 head of sheep and
lambs, with 13,838 shorn yeilding 94,518 pounds of wool;
10,344 head were sold.

The sale of crops amounted to $143 mill ion,

o

By harvested acreage, the leading crops were Irish
potatoes, with 24.6 million bundredweight from 98 249
acres; oats, with 2.5 million bushels from 41,051 acres;
and corn for silage or green chop, with 486,638 tons
from 32,540 acres.
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state total.

Ninety percent of the farms
viduals or families ag so
nerships; and 272 b
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Ninety-six percent of the farmers owned all or part of
the farms they operated; 4,777 were fully owned; 1,632

_bartly owned; and 204 were operated by tenants,
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